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I‟m a day late with the  magazine this 
month.  This is a very poor show.  This 
edition marks my one year anniversary of 
editing, and I celebrate it by reading the 
calendar wrongly.  I thought I had until 
next week. 
 
No matter.  Here it is - in glorious 
Technicolour for villagers and in black and 
white for everyone else.  This is not a 
decision to create a two-tier system 
(although that is what it does…) - I want to 
make the magazine more attractive to 
those who don‟t read it - there are many 
(apparently) who just put it in the bin.   
 
Mostly I hope we‟ll grab the attention of 
the youngsters in the village who feel 
horribly left out.  We‟re very good at 
keeping in touch with our friends who 
leave the village, but perhaps we could do 
better for the children who still live here.   
 
We have neighbours who, for whatever 
reason, we don‟t see at village events.  
We hope a brighter magazine will 
persuade them that the village does move 
with the times, and that, within reason, 
whatever anyone wants to organise in the 
village can be organised.  We know we 
need new ideas and new people to do 
new things - here‟s hoping that my next 
year of editing includes some new stuff. 
 
Please do take a minute to check your 
Broadband speed and let Robin know the 
results (page 17).  He‟s keen to get the 
village speeded up (aren‟t we all?) and 
can‟t do it without our help. 
 
The Festival is shaping up to be quite 
exhausting .  I get tired just writing it all up!   
 
On a more sombre note - we all send 
condolences to Robin and Marianna.  
Ronald Mackay was a true gentleman of 
the old school, a conversationalist, 
interested and interesting - we will not see 
his like again.   
 

Hazel 
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Down on the Farm 
 
Although these notes are being written in mid-April, the weather has not really warmed up enough 
to get everything growing.  There is still a great shortage of grass in the fields.  There are a very few 
cattle back out in the fields, making it a very late spring.  Many farmers have used up their winter 
food supplies and are desperate to get their cattle out into the fields once more.  This must be one 
of the latest springs for growth for many years.  Sometimes, early in May, many farmers are 
preparing for their first cut of grass for silage, but it is unlikely that this will happen this year.  All 
crops will almost certainly be a month late. 
 
Perhaps when the weather conditions get right there will be a huge surge of growth, because 
everything has a lot of time to make up. 
 
The lambing season is almost over, except for in hilly and mountainous regions.  Generally there is 
a good crop of lambs being born without a great number of losses through the weather. (In early 
April, however, in those few days when there was deep snow in some places, notably Exmoor and 
Northern Scotland, there were huge losses, but fortunately these blizzards didn‟t last many days.  
Sheep were buried in the snow and perished). 
 
It is hoped that by the time these notes are bring read in May the spring weather is with us and this 
long winter will be well behind us. 
 
There are reports that deer have died in thousands on some of the estates in Northern Scotland due 
to starvation. 
 

Ray Naish 

60 Years of Marriage 
 
Jean and Ray Naish wish to thank all the kind people who sent cards and good wishes. They 
received over 80 cards, including one from Her Majesty the Queen Elizabeth II on the occasion of 
their Diamond Wedding Anniversary on the 10th April. 

 
They had a party for their 
large family and lots of 
people from the village 
dropped in.  They were 
married at St. Andrew‟s 
Church in Clevedon, 
which was Jean‟s parish. 
Lived in Kingston for four 
years, then moved to 
Kenn to Stonehouse 
Farm.  They have three 
children, Miles, Heather 
and Jeff and eight 
grandchildren. 
 
Ray has written Farming 
Notes for Moor News for 
over 20 years and is a 
regular contributor to 
Kenn News and Views. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 261 MAY 2010 

4 

 
Master Blossom sat eating curds and whey one night,  

where seven bright candles gave their light. 
Said Master Blossom "when I have done, I'll put out those candles, one by one". 

So he ate the curds and he drank the whey and he stood on a chair and he puffed away. 
Out went one, two, three, four.  Said Master Blossom "there's just three more". 
Out went the rest, with never a spark, and Master Blossom was left in the dark. 

 
 

(Thanks to Mike Callow for the rhyme to be spoken before putting a shilling in the meter…) 

Ray’s Memory Spot  
 
When these notes are being read in May, it always reminds me of a song that former Kenn resident 
Charlie Staples used to sing.  His family and him were great at composing country songs.  Charlie‟s 
song went like this: 
 

I live at the mill 
At the foot of the hill 

Where the stream goes rippling by 
In all the world you‟ll never find 

A jollier fellow than I. 
 

I laugh and I sing and I drive away care 
Have plenty to eat and a little to spare, 

So if any old friends should pass my way, 
They are as welcome as the flowers that bloom in May. 

 
 
 
Writing about Doug Bessant‟s long employment at Kenn Court for 40 years, has reminded me of the 
wonderful record the Dyer family have had of giving long employment to their workers. 
 
In 1875 John Stevens arrived in Kenn from Gloucestershire.  He got a job at Kenn Court for Samuel 
Dyer the first.  He kept his job until his death in about 1920.  He was a ploughman and lived all 
those forty-odd years in Pound Cottage, which has recently been demolished. 
 
1926 Joe and Lillian Cox moved into Pound Cottage.  Joe had got a job for Frank Dyer at The 
Court.  He was a carter, he kept the job until his retirement some 40 years later. 
 
Other men who worked at Kenn Court for long periods were Alfred Neath, Tom Baker, Bob Gale 
and Ben Smith. 
 

Ray Naish 
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KENN WI 
 
Peter Tinney made a very welcome return to talk to members about his memories of childhood and 
adolescence in and around Wedmore.  His powers of recall and amusing delivery make his visits a 
delight.  He has recently been unwell so we are particularly glad that he has been restored to health 
and look forward to his next visit. 
 
At the May meeting Mrs Tyrell is coming to give us a history of hats and to tell us how they are 
made.  The competition is for a hat (naturally) and we look forward to quite a parade! 
 
Several members are taking part in the Granny Trek at Charlton Farm, a sponsored walk in aid of 
the Children‟s Hospice SW.  Members will be seeking sponsors in order to swell the funds.  As I 
write this the weather looks set fair so we should have a lovely walk in the woods of the Tyntesfield 
Estate.  Another member will be taking part in the Race for Life - a cancer charity that raises funds 
for excellent work. 
 
Plans are moving forward for the W.I. contribution to the Kenn Festival.  The W.I. will be hostessing 
a Cheese and Wine Party to preview the Flower Festival in the Church.  Tickets will be on sale 
soon. 
 
We are always delighted to welcome visitors and new members so please come along on the 
second Wednesday of the month at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NOTES 
 
The most important item of information is that the new waste and recycling arrangements are 
moving ever closer.  From Monday 3rd May  the collection day for Kenn will be Tuesday.  Collection 
will start at 7 a.m. so unless you are a very early riser you may need to put things out the night 
before.  There will also be collections on all Bank Holidays except Christmas so there will not be the 
infuriating business of trying to remember which day collection will be for several weeks around 
Easter and May Spring Bank Holiday.  North Somerset Life, which should be delivered to every 
property, does have full details. 
 
Village of the Year Competition time is approaching.  The village clean-up is taking place on 1st 
May.  All help will be gratefully received. 
 
It was agreed that more daffodils and spring bulbs will be planted in the autumn.  They have looked 
so lovely this year after the cruel winter.  Councillors are also investigating places to sew seeds for 
summer wild flowers to extend the season of beauty and encourage bees and butterflies. 
 
The next meeting will be held on Monday June 7th in the Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.  All parishioners 
are welcome to attend and do get an opportunity to speak. 

Ann Holtham 

 

Kenn Road Traffic 
 

Traffic problems were the number one priority raised as a result of the Parish Plan.  Lots of you 
signed up to be involved but so far no one has volunteered to be the lead person.  So if anyone 
wants to step forward I will be more than willing to hand over the list of potential volunteers.  Without 
an organiser nothing will happen. 
 

Robert Down 
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KENN KRAZY KYCLE 
 
 
 

As part of the Kenn Festival a 24 hour 240 mile virtual bike ride to Land‟s End but without leaving 
the village is being organised by Simon PASCOE. Starting at 3pm on the Saturday people will be 
able to cycle in relays throughout the night. Sponsorship money will go to the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. 
 
For your sponsor forms contact Margaret, Hazel, John , Caroline , or Marianna 

Bluebell Walk 2010 
May 10th 

 

Guided by Jean and Chris - 
the gathering will be 
outside Ray and Jeans at 
7pm, then off to Charlton 
Farm. (turn of 3128 after 7 
miles from Kenn, then 1 
mile down the lane) 
 
All the signs are that the 
bluebells are going to be 
putting on a great show. 
 

 
 

Kenn Village Banner 
 
 
 
Many thanks to all those who already offered their help in producing the village banner, but we still 
would like more, please. 
 
I have already received 2 brilliant completed house images, and look forward to seeing more.  
Ideally it would be great to start work on putting the banner together by the end of May, so if you 
could get your house embroidery/tapestry/collage/appliqué/needlepoint/whatever to me by then that 
would be splendid. 
 
As long as we have something to display at the Kenn Festival in June, that‟s fine - more panels can 
be added at later dates. 
 

Anyone wanting to add to my list of willing helpers please ring me on 01275 872434 or just call in at 
Mead Cottage, Duck Lane. 

Val 
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Margaret’s Mutterings 
 
Jumble Sale 7th April 2010 – The Annual Jumble Sale to raise funds for the Christmas Parties was a 
great success, bringing together young and older helpers from the Village and a good crowd from 
Clevedon, Yatton and elsewhere as customers.   

 
Our thanks go to everyone who gave Jumble, Raffle Prizes, time and help – also to those who 
bought.  The sum raised, including donations was £243.02 – a wonderful sum – however the parties 
last year cost £425.12 but there is no cause for concern as the Social Committee has a contingency 
fund to cover the balance. 
 
Special thanks to Wendy Evans from St Peter‟s Hospice who was able to take all the left over items 
for recycling – we are so grateful for this as we hate waste! 
 
Thanks again to everyone for their support. 

 

Diary Note - Christmas Tea Party – Wednesday 8
th

 December from 3.00pm.  
 
Fr. Blessing Shambare who is a priest from the diocese of Harare in Zimbabwe and currently in 
England studying for his Masters‟ Degree, visited Yatton Moor one weekend in April as part of the 
Worldwide Church Celebrations.   
 
Blessing visited all the churches in the parish of Yatton Moor.  On Saturday 24th Sue and Steve 
Thomas entertained him for lunch, to which John and I were invited. After lunch John and I took him 
on a tour of Kingston Seymour and Kenn, followed by a drive up through Cheddar Gorge and on to 
Wells.   
 
Blessing was truly blessed at Wells Cathedral for Bishop Peter Price, fully robed in mitre and cope, 
was on The Green talking to youngsters who had just been confirmed.  Blessing took the 
opportunity and introduced himself.  Bishop Peter recognised Blessing, having met him several 
years ago in Harare and John was able to photograph them together (on Blessing‟s camera so 
sorry no picture). 

Guess the Villager 
 
Sue Pugh was last month‟s lovely lady - as NONE of you guessed.  
Everyone said “Of course!” when told the answer - but hindsight, and all 
that… 
 
This one you will all get right, I think. 
 
 

Suggestions to Robert, Margaret or me by the end of the month, please. 
 

We always need more photos, so if you could dig out your old album 
and have a bit of a riffle that would be great.  All originals returned. 
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Historic Houses / Time Capsule 
Project 

 
 
 

Work on the Historic House Time Capsule project is progressing well. It is wonderful for a small 
village that we have 35 houses already signed up. 
 
This will be a fun event for the village for The Kenn Festival and will also provide a lasting memento,  
a memory of the village as it stands today in 2010. 
 
Thank you to everybody who has put their house forward. Thank you also to our historical panel, 
Ann, Sarah and Hartley, and Robert who is taking the photographs. (Some photos were already on 
display at the April Village Market.) 
 

Now is your final chance to be involved in this Epic Project. Final preparations for the booklet to 

be published are being made. If you have not contacted me by Thursday 13th May your home will 
not be in the booklet. 
 
My contact details:- 

heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk  or 01275 342235  
or the post-box outside the village hall. 

 

Summary of the project so far 
 
1. A colour booklet is being produced with photos of houses in Kenn along with a very brief 
 history of each house. 
 
2. The booklets will contain a map detailing the position of each house. 
 
3. Cards will be made that contain a box for each house and village children will be encouraged 

to stamp their card for at the appropriate house. 
 
4. A prize will be given for the most stamps collected in each age group. 
 
This is a wonderful chance to explore our village and visit buildings you never knew existed.  It will 
also link the past with the present as you learn something of the social history of our area. 
 
The tour is taking place during the Kenn Festival Weekend 25th – 27th June. You make your own 
way around the properties, carrying the booklet you have purchased so that everyone is aware you 
are part of the Historic House tour.  Entry is only as far as the front porch, no one will be going 
inside the houses and there is no entry to rear gardens. 
 
Booklets will be on sale at Marianna Mackay‟s, John Griffin‟s and Heather Brain‟s as well as all 
festival events. 
 
Do make this the best festival yet and join your neighbours in as many activities as possible. 
 

Heather Brain 

mailto:heather.brain@limesbb.co.uk


KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 261 MAY 2010  

9 

We are rightly proud of the many fun events that have enabled us to raise countless 
thousands of pounds for charity in recent years. 

 

This year we are preparing for a whole panoply of events over the weekend of the 
25th to 27

th
 June 2010.  

 

There is so much to look forward to:  
 

Beautiful floral displays in the Church 
 

A Scarecrow trail right through the village will incorporate a competition for  
local Scout and Guide Groups with valuable prizes on offer 

 

To accompany the walk round the village a newly researched booklet, giving a brief 
history of most of residences in Kenn, will provide a fascinating insight into the village 

 

 A Saturday night to remember with a well-known local band will be preceded by a 
Kenn Musical Show 

 

A meeting of the Rolls Royce Owners Club will feature a display of Vintage Rolls 
Royces 

 

A giant tapestry consisting of small squares depicting the houses and sights of Kenn  
 

A sponsored fixed bike ride over 48 hours 
 

A WI cheese and wine party 
 

A photography exhibition 
 

Cream Teas on 2 days 
 

A BBQ on Saturday afternoon with various stalls 
 

A demonstration of green living 
 

Many more attractions are being planned.  
 

To close the weekend there will be a Songs of Praise in St John‟s Church and a 
Village Photograph to commemorate the event.  All the money raised will be divided 
between The Children‟s Hospice South West, Multiple Sclerosis and The Church. 
 

Robin Mackay  
mackayagents@aol.com 07860 235495 

mailto:mackayagents@aol.com
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THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 
Several events in Clevedon threatened to affect our Market by drawing our customers away but, on 
the whole, we succeeded once again in holding our own and many villagers, friends and relations 
supported us once more.  
 
As the summer approaches and the weather improves there will be many temptations by stall 
holders and visitors to forsake us but we appreciate all your continuing support. 
 
Julia's cake stall raised money  for 'Ethioiaid' and a personal friend of mine donated books with a 
request that proceeds went to an animal charity. Some takings from refreshment sales were also 
added to this amount. 
 

The next Market will be on May 22nd. 

Kenn's got Talent 
 
 
 
This will be a showcase, not a competition, running between 7pm and 8pm on the Saturday night of 
the Kenn Festival (26th June). I have already had some offers, so if you want to join in please 
contact me for a slot. We have an hour to fill, so time allowed for each act will depend on how many 
people want to appear, I suggest you allow 4 minutes plus one minute for set-up/change-over, but 
nothing is set in stone! 

Julia Bush 01275 873554 

I/WE WANT TO BE IN “KENN’S GOT TALENT” 
 

NAME(S)    …………………………………………………………………….. 
 
TELEPHONE NUMBER …………………………………………………………………….. 
 
TYPE OF ACT   …………………………………………………………………….. 
 
IF UNDER 18, A PARENT OR GUARDIAN’S PHONE NUMBER…………………………. 
 
Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 

Return this form to Julia Bush, Quercus, Kenn Street, as soon as possible. 
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Calling All Under-18s 
 
 
 
 
 

Come and Join In 

 
APPRENTICE SAINTS 

 
On Sunday Morning, May 16th at 9.30  

in the New Room,  
there will be a meeting to decide rehearsal times, 

casting, costume and scenery making for this 
extravaganza. 

 
Come along and 
bring your ideas! 

 
Music with Jo 

Manning 
 

Words by Celia 
Andrews 

 
THE MORE THE 

MERRIER 
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On 11-13 June, I am once again taking part in Habitat for Humanity’s Hope Challenge , an annual 
two-day event which aims to raise funds and awareness for HfH‟s work in building safe, decent 
homes for families living in poverty in some of the poorest parts of the world.  
 
Held in the Peak District (around Mam Tor and Kinder Scout), each sponsored team has to design 
and build its own overnight shelter from wholly recycled materials, having already endured during 
the day over 20 miles of trekking with a 1000m hill ascent, undertaking mental and physical team 
challenges along the way.   
 
For me, the most striking element of this event is that the shelters we build and sleep in for the two 
nights are, in some cases, better than poverty-trapped families live in all year round, regardless of 
the weather and conditions.  
 
It is said that sometimes the only way to understand someone is to live as they live, even for a 
weekend.  Just imagine how different your life might be, if you lived on the other side of the world 
from Kenn. 
 
Every morning one third of the world's population – that's two billion people – will wake up in 
appalling poverty ... squalid, spirit-crushing poverty.  
 
Poverty housing damages people's lives in so many ways.  It's dirty, smelly and often unsafe, it 
affects people's health and wellbeing; their children's education; their employment prospects. But 
most of all, poverty housing traps people in poverty and robs them of hope and opportunity. It 
oppresses the soul and keeps the poorest people poor. Most were born into those conditions and 
many will die in them ... too many will die as a consequence of them. 
Please help to change these people‟s lives, if you can. 
 
Last year, our team raised nearly £7,000 in sponsorship, and won the event. This year we‟re hoping 
to raise even more, and can only achieve this with your help.  I have placed sponsorship forms in 
the Church Porch, and the Village Hall, we have some at home, and you can also donate by visiting 
http://www.justgiving.com/KevinWilkins.  Donating through this site is simple, fast and totally secure. 
It is also the most efficient way to sponsor me: Habitat for Humanity will receive your money faster 
and, if you are a UK taxpayer, an extra 28% in tax will be added to your gift at no cost to you.   
 
Thank you so much - if you can donate even a little something, it all adds up and I'd like to 
make a positive difference to all those families suffering loss after any disaster. 
 

Kevin Wilkins 
Moorgate House 

 

http://www.justgiving.com/KevinWilkins


KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 261 MAY 2010  

13 

Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Jean Fenwick 875073 or 
  Irene Stowell 872472 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
  Rev Preb John Andrews  
  01934 830208 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 

 
     

    Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 

    Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
  Hazel Limage 01275 349535 
     Sheila Naish 01934 838357 
  Margaret Ball 01275 874077 

Pull-out and Keep Centre Section - Dates 

 
  

 

The Village Market in May 
  

Will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,  
May 22nd10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 10th, 24th 
  
Green Waste - Tuesday 4th, Monday 17th 

Kenn Women’s Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, May 12th 7:30pm 

Village Lunch at Angelina's, Warren’s 
Holiday Village will be on  

 
Tuesday 11th may at 12 midday 

 Clevedon Mercury and 
North Somerset Times 

 

Don‟t forget that copies of both these local 
newspapers are freely available in the bar of 
the Drum and Monkey. 
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
May 
 1st   Hartley Staples 
       Lynne & Steve Bye  

Wedding anniversary 
3rd  Cyril Willcox  
        Chloe Hayzen 
 4th   Nigel Middleton  
 5th   Sarah and Tom Clark  

Wedding anniversary 
8th   Mike Stowell  
        Tina & Nigel Middleton  

Wedding anniversary 
10th   Jilly Butland  
         Jayne Morris 
11th  Tina Middleton 
12th   Robert Porch 
15th   Samuel Leiper 
19th  Emily Limage 
20th   Harrison Flower 
22nd  Duncan Mackay 
         Bradley Beardshaw  
26th   Brian Stowell  
         Jane Staples 
         Colin Webb         
27th   Christopher Jaehme  
28th   Sally White 
29th   Milly Stowell  
         Trina Willoughby 
         Samuel Rogers  
30th   Joanna Brain 

The annual Full English Breakfast  
 
for Ascension Day takes place at John and 
Celia‟s, Cherry Tree House, Kingston 
Seymour on Thursday, 13th May following the 
6.30am Holy Communion service at All Saints. 
 

Celia 

Christian Aid Week. 
 

It's that time of year again! 
 

Christian Aid Week 2010 runs from Sunday 
9th to Saturday 16th May. 
 
As usual I could do with help delivering and 
collecting envelopes for the house-to-house 
collection. It really is the most effective way to 
raise money for Christian Aid in Kenn (and 
gives you an opportunity to catch up with folks 
you don't often see), so if you could do even a 
small number of envelopes it would be great.  
 

Thanks, Julia Bush 01275 873554  
(yes, back on our real number at last). 

We flew the flag during April: 
 

On the 10th - At the very top of the mast to 
celebrate the wonderful occasion of Jean And 
Ray‟s Diamond Wedding Anniversary 
 

On the 23rd we flew our St George‟s Day flag 
in honour of our patron saint. 
 

On the 25th - at half mast to mark the passing 
away of Ronald Mackay 

The Tower was lit: 
 

On the 10th for Ray and Jean‟s Diamond 
Wedding; 
 

On the 23rd to honour our Patron Siant: and 
 

On the 25th to mark the passing of Ronald 
Mackay - Robin‟s father, who died aged 92. 

Altar Guild for May: 
 

Grace Griffin, Joyce Kent and Troy Gale 

Our church bell was rung muffled on 

Good Friday morning for the 11am service 
and again at 2.25pm for the visit to Kenn of  
those who were hanged here in 1830 for firing 
wheat ricks - the last public hangings in 
England at the site of the crime.  These were 
the first times the bell had been muffled since 
its refurbishment and we were greatly relieved 
that the muffle fitted the new clapper! 
 
Our bell was also rung open joyfully at 10am 
on the 10th of April to celebrate Ray and 
Jean‟s diamond wedding anniversary. 
 

Geoff Marchant  
(with the able assistance of John Ball on Good Friday)  

The Nine Taylors (Tellers) were rung on our 
bell before the service ringing on April 25th in 
memory of Ronald Mackay who died that 
morning.  92 solemn strokes of the bell then 
announced his age. 
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Annual Vestry Meeting 
 
The Annual Vestry Meeting of St. John‟s Kenn 
was held in Church after the Easter Morning 
Service – John Andrews thanked the retiring 
Churchwardens Julia Bush and John Ball for 
their work and they were promptly elected for 
a further year. As usual the names of all those 
present have been noted for posterity in The 
Minute Book (an apt name as the meeting 
took only minutes!). 

Invitation from the Friends of Kenn 
Church 
 
Annual Clear Up of the Churchyard ready 
for the Best Kept Village Competition – 
Tuesday 8th June – early evening – if you 
can‟t make that day please feel free to do 
what you can to help as and when you can! 
 
St. John’s Church Deep Clean  – The men 
plan to meet to clear the cobwebs on the 
evening of Monday 14th June and everyone 
else is invited to come along and help make 
the church shine during Tuesday 15th June. 
 
These invitations are for everyone in the 
Village – it is our Church and we must take 
care of it. 

A Sweet Dilemma… 
 
I use as many Fairtrade products as I can in 
Heavens Preserve Us jams and the cakes on 
the cake stall at the village market, but until 
recently have had divided loyalties on my 
source of sugar.  Should I go for Fairtrade or 
support the British sugar beet farmers? 
 
My mind was focussed recently when Tate 
and Lyle started selling Fairtrade sugar in 5kg 
sacks.  Traidcraft and Whitworths and 
Billingtons sell a wide variety of sugars in 
500g and 1kg packs, but buying larger 
quantities saves packaging and storage 
space.  The sacks can be re-used for 
delivering orders of preserves and eventually 
end up in the paper recycling. 
 
So, HPS products will all be made with 
Fairtrade sugar, while the cakes will be made 
with British beet sugar.  Yum yum. 
 

Julia Bush 
 
PS - it‟s great to see the Fairtrade logo on 
more and more products in supermarkets - 
look out for Ubuntu Cola.  It‟s made using 
Fairtrade ingredients. 

Easter at St John’s 
 
As is customary a service of Meditation was 
held on Good Friday morning, when the 
congregation read verses from the crucifixion 
narrative, dialogue from the ordinary folk who 
could have been there, and spent a short time 
in quiet reflection. 
 

The Easter Family Service was held in a 
church full of beautiful flowers - a lovely sight 
after the plain time of Lent. 
 

Celia reminded us of the Palm Sunday 
service, when we had thought of what ordinary 
Kennites would have done and said, and 
asked us now to think how we would greet the 
risen Jesus.  A noisy time was had by all!! 
 

Thank you to the Trebles for a truly beautiful 
Easter Garden. 

A huge and heartfelt thank you 
 

to all the Kenn News and Views paper boys 
and girls.  I‟ve been a bit of a tyrant recently, 
trying to get to the bottom of how many 
magazines we need and how many we end up 
putting in the recycling.   
 

(I‟m still horrified (well, surprised) by the 
number of people who say “I don‟t read it” - 
this isn‟t like the Guardian or the Times, this is 
OUR mag, and we can have what we like in it.  
All we need to do is send something in.  It will 
be printed, I guarantee it). 
 

Anyway, I made a unilateral decision all by 
myself - to print the magazine for the village in 
colour, and for ex-Kennites (of which there are 
half as many again…) in black and white.  
 

The magazine is online, in colour, before it‟s 
printed at  

http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/news_and_views.htm 

http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/news_and_views.htm
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SERVICES FOR MAY 
 

1st Sunday 2nd FIFTH OF EASTER  
8:00am Holy Communion Kenn*  
8.00am Holy Communion Claverham  
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion Cleeve  
11:00am First Sunday Special Claverham  
11:00amFamily Service Kingston Seymour  
6:00pm Evensong Yatton* 
 

2nd Sunday 9th SIXTH OF EASTER - ROGATION SUNDAY  
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton* 
8.00am Holy Communion Claverham 
9:30am Family Communion Yatton 
11:00am Trinity Praise Cleeve 
11:00am Holy Communion Kenn 
2.30pm Holy Baptism Yatton: Daniel Joseph Hubbard 
6:00pm Evensong Kingston Seymour* 
6:30pm Holy Communion Cleeve 
 

3rd Sunday 16th SEVENTH OF EASTER SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY  
8:00am Holy Communion Claverham* 
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton 
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
11:00amHoly Communion Kingston Seymour 
2.30pm Holy Baptism Yatton: Alice Kendall, Ryan Lyons, Zadie Smith  
6:00pm Evensong Kenn* 
 

4th Sunday 23rd PENTECOST - WHIT SUNDAY  
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton* 
8:00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour*  
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton 
9:30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
11:00amFamily Service Claverham 
11:00amFamily Service Kenn 
6:30pm Ecumenical Evening Service Yatton Methodist Church 
 

5th Sunday 30th TRINITY SUNDAY - TEAM SUNDAY  
8.00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
10:00amTeam Service Cleeve 
6.00pm Evensong Kenn* 
 
 

HOLY DAYS IN MAY 
 

THURSDAY 13th ASCENSION DAY  
6.30am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour 8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton 
9.30am Holy Communion Cleeve 
7.30pm Holy Communion Yatton 
 

WEEKDAY SERVICES 
Daily:    8.30am Morning Prayer Yatton (not Sat. or Holy Days) 
Every Wednesday: l0am:  Holy Communion Yatton 
1st Wednesday:  11am  Holy Communion Kingston Seymour* 
3rd Wednesday: 11am Holy Communion Kenn* 
4th Wednesday:  11am: Holy Communion Claverham 
Every Thursday:  9.30am  Holy Communion Cleeve 
    7.30pm:  Holy Communion Yatton 
 
 

* BCP - Book of Common Prayer 
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What Broadband Speed Do YOU Get? 
 
Robin Mackay on behalf of the Parish Council (on behalf of all of us) is keen to get as much 
information as possible about our varying Broadband Speeds - without the detail it will be difficult to 
jump up and down on British Telecom to get them to speed us all up. 
 
To measure the speed of your connection you can go online here and just click on the start speed 
test button - and wait. 
 

(http://www.broadbandspeedchecker.co.uk/) 
 
I just checked mine and my download speed is 2.5mb, but my upload (which is what I do a good 
deal of with the village website) is less than half a megabyte.  I pay for (up to) 8MB, as most of us 
do, I imagine... 
 
I bought an accelerator for £5: 
 

http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/consumerProducts/displayTopic.do?
topicId=25075&s_cid=btb_FURL_accelerator 

 
and improved my download speeds by about 1.5MB.  I used to be lucky to get 1MB…  Upload 
speed is no better. 
 
There‟s no downloading of anything to your PC, your firewall will keep you safe while you run the 
test - just make a note of the numbers and email them to Robin (mackayagents@aol.com) - even if 
you don‟t know what they mean.  Download speed and upload speed, that‟s all he needs.   
 
If you go to the village website and read this page online you‟ll be able to simply click through to the 
stuff you need.  Or use any broadband speed calculator you fancy - they all do the same thing.  If 
you want some help, just email Robin or me and we‟ll come and do the testing for you. Or find an 
eight-year-old... 
 

Hazel 

Fly Tipping in Davis Lane 
 
Lise tells us that a woman was (almost) caught red-handed chucking out rubbish bags in Davis 
Lane.  The car number-plate was taken (well done, Stuart!!) and the police are on the case. 
 

Rachael at Council Connect is arranging rubbish removal & the council are happy to prosecute. 
 
The parish council badgers the county council constantly about the problems of rubbish which has 
been tipped in our country lanes - Clean Up day wouldn‟t be necessary if we didn‟t have to deal with 
other people‟s rubbish! 
 
If we keep our eyes open we may be able to help put a stop to it. 

From the church notices: 
 
Anyone who enjoys sinning is invited to join the choir.  Please see the Vicar after the service. 

http://www.broadbandspeedchecker.co.uk/
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/consumerProducts/displayTopic.do?topicId=25075&s_cid=btb_FURL_accelerator
http://www.productsandservices.bt.com/consumerProducts/displayTopic.do?topicId=25075&s_cid=btb_FURL_accelerator
mailto:(mackayagents@aol.com)
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Honey Bees 
 
The publicity about the plight of honeybees seems to have touched many people.  At village events 
I get asked how my bees are doing this year and as Hazel has asked for something for the Kenn 
News and Views I thought I could make use of the opportunity to give an update here. 
 
The winter was hard and long.  In general bees came through it quite well in this area.  Beekeepers 
in South Gloucestershire were not so fortunate and I've heard of 50% colony losses in some cases. 
Surprisingly, the colder it is in winter, the better, as it stops the bees flying around and consuming 
stores or getting chilled outside of the hive.  The main problem in this area is damp due to our low-
lying terrain. 

 
Now the spring has come and the 
cold winds we have had 
constantly since September have 
abated, the bees are flying 
strongly.  At the time of writing we 
have blossom out in large 
quantities so the bees can collect 
nectar and pollen and also 
pollinate the crops.  Slightly 
further afield at Langford there is 
oil seed rape which the bees will 
also go for, but not from here.  
Bees can fly up to 3 miles for 
crops but generally go half that 
distance. 
 
April and May is the time when 
colonies build up rapidly and 
when swarms can issue, so 
beekeepers have to be alert as a 

swarm means the loss of crop from that hive for the year.  There are techniques for preventing 
swarms but, as with any animals, nothing is foolproof. 
 
If you do see a swarm, let me know and I can get it 
dealt with.  Bees in the swarm state are generally 
at their most docile as they have gorged 
themselves with honey before they swarm and are 
less likely to sting.  It is said that in this state they 
are physically unable to contort their bodies to sting 
as their stomachs are distended with honey.  
Personally I wouldn't like to rely on it! 
 
In this area the main honey flow is in July, so 
predictions of how good the season will have to 
wait.  I certainly hope to be able to bring some local 
honey to the Village Market in due course. 
 

Stephen Brain 
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A Nostalgic Journey 
 
The first time I travelled on the St Erth  to St Ives branch line, in July 1950, I was completely 
enchanted by the colour of the water as we rounded the Carrack Gladden headland into Carbis Bay.  
I have always said that I had never seen the like of it, before or since.  It may have been that I had 
only previously experienced Weston, Skegness and Rhyl, and that I have since seen more exotic 
places.  However, I had expressed the desire to repeat the experience and my son, Mark, offered to 
treat me to the trip as an 80th birthday present. 
 
On Easter Monday, I drove down to Helston in about 2 hours and 45 minutes, where we met Mark 
and family and had breakfast.  We then went to Gunwalloe Church Cove and ate our sandwiches, 
and then on to Mullion Cove, where we had tea before taking possession of our 8 berth caravan. 
 
As the weather forecast was not too good for Tuesday, we decided to go down to Falmouth for the 
day.  As my grandson, Edward, is a RNLI fanatic, we had a guided tour of the lifeboat, which took 
most of the morning, and after a pasty for lunch, wandered round the town.  It did not, in fact, rain 
until we were about to return to Mullion.  Then it poured for most of the evening. 
  
The forecast was good for Wednesday, so we decided on our trip to St. Ives.  Although it started off 
cloudy, it turned into a gorgeous day.  The locals said that there were more people on the beaches 
than  last summer.  The trip on the branch line was as spectacular as ever, although the colour of 
the water did not seem quite the same as the first time.  I suspect that was because the tide was 
higher then and the water calmer.  However, I can recommend the journey to anyone who has not 
done it before.  After lunch, the boys wanted to play on the Harbour Beach so I decided to walk up 
the cliff path to Carbis Bay, another nostalgic journey.  I managed it, with only stops to take 
photographs, although I cheated and did not go right down to the beach, as I should have had to 
climb out again.  However, I went as far as the footbridge over the railway line.  True to form, 
Edward wanted to see the lifeboat launched at 6.30 pm, and the sun was still shining when we left 
St. Ives on the train. 
 
On Thursday, another lovely day, the family went swimming on site, so we carried on down to visit 
Landewednack  Church and then on to Church Cove, a very beautiful spot.  Then we went on up 
the cliff to see the lifeboat station.  We joined the family at The Lizard for the mandatory pasty and 
then we all had to go back to Church Cove for Edward to see the lifeboat station.  There are 200 
steps down (and back up) but it was worth the visit.  We then returned to Lizard Point for an ice-
cream and down to the old lifeboat station. 
 
On Friday we had another lovely day to 
return home, although it took about 3 
hours and 30 minutes to get back to 
Paignton, where I visited an old school 
friend, of  75 years standing.  The journey 
back to Kenn only took 1 hour and 40 
minutes and we arrived just before 9 pm. 
 
A very successful and enjoyable trip. 
 

Mike Callow 
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Douglas Ivor Bessant  - 7
th

 October 1935 – 13
th

 April 2010. 
 
Doug Bessant, as he was generally known around Kenn, has passed away after a long illness aged 
74.  He lived in Kenn for a short while, but spent practically the whole of his life working in Kenn. 
 
When he was young he worked for William Bye at Kenn Pier Farm for a number of years, he then 
moved to Kenn Court and worked for the Dyer family for over 40 years until his retirement. 
 
Doug came from an old Kenn family, his grandfather Herbert Bessant was a butcher and slaughter-
man at the time when Kenn had its own slaughterhouse, which was situated near where the car 
sales are at the top of Kenn Street. 
 
His father Reg worked for Victor Naish at Stonehouse Farm for many years.  He left to get a better 
job, which was looking after gangs of Italian Prisoners of War, who were working on the Sea Wall.  
These prisoners had been captured in North Africa when the Italian Army collapsed early in the war.  
But Reg still came back to Stonehouse Farm to help with Cider making at weekends and evenings 
with his brother Dick until the end of his life. 
 
When Kenn had its annual Pram Race from the Drum and Monkey to Clevedon Triangle on Boxing 
Day, Doug nearly always won the race with his friend „Minnow‟ at that time.  
 
Doug came from a large family, many of whom have kept in contact with Kenn all their lives.  He 
leaves a widow Sally, two children Jason and Sarah, several grandchildren and two or three great-
grandchildren. 
 
Doug was a very popular man wherever he went and he had many friends. 
 
At his funeral service held at Weston Crematorium, the chapel was packed to the doors with family 
and friends, a sure sign of his popularity. 
 

Dictated by Ray Naish, written by Leon Naish 

A BIG THANK YOU 
 
To everyone who sponsored me for 6 miles in 
aid of the Children‟s Hospice South West.  It 
was a good day and lovely to see so many 
people taking part.  I have raised £140 so far.  
 

Jenny Croxton  
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Visitors to Kenn on Good Friday 

Dear Hazel 
  
We would like to be able to thank everyone who contributed to the occasion at Kenn on Good 
Friday.   
 
It was a moving and important occasion for us as a family, and we were very glad to be able to be 
there.  Everyone was so well informed, and able to empathize with us, about the events of 1830; all 
the conversations we had during the course of the afternoon were really interesting and informative 
and we certainly feel that our family knowledge has now been greatly increased, both visually and 
verbally.  Our heartfelt thanks go to you all. 
  
The cakes were delicious too - my husband (the family cake connoisseur!) is still telling people that 
they were quite literally the icing on the cake that day! 
  
We will be keeping in touch. 
  
With very best wishes from me, my sister, Carolyn Seely, and my niece, Amanda Seely. 
  
Stephanie  

Visiting Kenn to learn more of their family history were descendents of the Wall family, so famous in 
our village for being the last to be hanged at the scene of their crime (in 1830). 
 
There was a super afternoon of exchanges of history.  The time flew by and all too soon our visitors 
were off.   
 
Jane Lilly provided lunch for the many, Derek Lilly provided the talk, Lise and Robert the afternoon 
tea, Cyril the guided tour of the field where the poor unfortunates were hanged and various other 
villagers the bits in between.  It was a shame the weather wasn‟t kinder, but England in April is 
notorious. 
 
The story of the Kenn hangings by Jane and Derek Lilly is online on the village website 
 

http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/Kenn%20Hangings%20compressed.pdf 
 

and we are very, very grateful for their permission to reproduce their book in full. 
 

Hazel 

http://www.kennvillage.co.uk/Kenn%20Hangings%20compressed.pdf
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Bird News I 
 
Editor Hazel recorded the first Cuckoo this spring on the 18th April on Dartmoor .  She kindly sent 
me an electronic (text) voicemail - so that was a first, too!  Thanks Hazel.  I heard and saw my first 
at Shapwick Heath on the 22nd. 
 
Bryan Thompson saw a Merlin from his house early in the month, probably on passage and John 
Croxton noted a Mistle Thrush (quite unusual in early April) and a pair of Stock Doves.  Also in the 
Duck Lane area Steve Edwards had seen seven Jays together (another unusual sighting) and Rob 
Treble had a Willow Warbler in his garden. 
 
So, many thanks to all Kenn “correspondents” - and Rob‟s Willow Warbler leads nicely on to the fact 
that we seem to have enjoyed a very good passage of the species in 2010.  I have heard several 
along the Strawberry Line - one sang in the scrub behind my garden, and I even heard a couple in 
gardens near to Yatton Station which is another first.  However, the biggest concentration was at 
Felton Common, visited whilst the airport was closed (!), where there were at least thirty singing. 
 
A few Swallows and House Martins have arrived but northerly winds have perhaps slowed migration 
into the UK.  Blackcaps were three weeks later than last year and I am yet to hear a Reed Warbler 
along the Strawberry Line, although nine were singing at Blake‟s Pools on the 21st. 
 
The Rooks have deserted the long established rookery at Littlewood (thought to have been 
occupied since at least 1933).  Some seem to have set up a new rookery at the very end of Mud 
Lane and the others are believed to have moved to a tree by the road near the Salerooms.  The 
Littlewood Treecreepers have come through the winter but there is no sign of the  Great Spotted 
Woodpecker and some people consider that they have suffered losses in the winter.  Others 
disagree so the picture is probably mixed. 
 
YACWAG‟s Congresbury Moor Reserve has two pairs of Kestrels again this year and a Kestrel was 
seen to be sharing a nest box with at least one Barn Owl!  The grass is slow to grow, the voles are 
not reproducing quickly and we think that the Barn Owls may be waiting for their prey to become 
more plentiful before starting to nest.  The Barn Owl is a species which alters its time of breeding to 
suit prey availability .  On the other side of Yatton, the Kenn Moor reserve still had nine Snipe in mid
-month. 
 
The weather is good and our Blue Tits are carrying nesting material into their box, so after a long, 
cold winter let‟s hope for a good breeding season. 
 

Trevor Riddle 01934 835  

More bird news from Kennites: 
 
John Ball has a Robin nesting on his workbench in his tools drawers… 
 
Hazel‟s Starlings, which have nested in the roof tiles for at least 10 years, have been un -homed by 
a family of Wrens. 
 
Kate and Kevin heard the Barn Owl on March 30th at the end of Duck Lane. 
 
Robert Down‟s House Martins are back and nesting under the eaves. 
 
The Buzzards are incredibly vocal over in the Kenn Court fields.  Courtship looks a tad risky…. 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE 261 MAY 2010  

23 

Stock Dove 
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AN ATHEIST IN THE WOODS 
 
An atheist was walking through the woods. 
 
“What majestic trees!  What powerful rivers!  What beautiful animals!”  he said to himself.  “Nature 
has provided us with so much wonder!” 
 
As he was walking alongside the river, he heard a rustling in the  bushes behind him. 
 
He turned to look. He saw a seven foot grizzly bear charge towards him. 
 
He ran as fast as he could up the path. He looked over his shoulder and  saw that the bear was 
closing in on him.  He looked over his shoulder again and the bear was even closer.  He tripped and 
fell on the ground. 
 
He rolled over to pick himself up but saw that the bear was right on  top of him, reaching for him with 
his left paw and raising his right  paw to strike him… 
 
At that instant the Atheist cried out,  “Oh my God!” 
 
Time Stopped.   The bear froze.   The forest was silent. 
 
As a bright light shone upon the man, a voice came out of the sky. 
 
“You deny my existence for all these years, teach others I don't exist  and even credit creation to 
cosmic accident.   Do you expect me to help you out of this predicament?  Am I to count you as a 
believer?” 
 
The atheist looked directly into the light and said, “It would be hypocritical  of me to suddenly ask 
you to treat me as a Christian now, but perhaps  you could make the BEAR a Christian?” 
 
“Very well” said the voice. 
 
The light went out. The sounds of the forest resumed. And the bear  dropped his right paw, brought 
both paws together, bowed his head and  spoke: 
 
“For what I am about to receive, may the Lord make me truly thankful,  Amen”.  
 

Story courtesy of Geoff Marchant 

A thought. 

 

Are the 'good things that come to those who wait' just the leftovers from the people that got there 
first? 
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The North Somerset Show  
 

will be held at the permanent showground, 
Bathing Pond Fields, Wraxall, BS48 1NG (on 

the B3130) near Bristol on: 
 

Bank Holiday Monday  
3rd May 2010 

 

The south-west's first agricultural show of the 
season opens at 8.30am. 

 

Attractions at this one-day show include 

tractor pulling and terrier racing as well as the 

county's top livestock and horse exhibits.   

 

Whether you like shopping, dog agility, tug-of-

war, vintage tractors or eating - there's 

something for everyone! 
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Computer Repairs & Upgrades at Your 
Home or Office 

 

 

COMPUTER STARTING SLOWLY? 
SICK OF GETTING NASTY VIRUSES? 

OVERCOME WITH POPUPS AND SPYWARE? 
IS YOUR CONFIDENTIAL DATA AT RISK? 

HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SERVICE PACKAGES 
  
Health Check/Tune Up 
Spyware/Virus Removal 
Data Transfer 
Secure Wireless Network Installation & Setup 
Internet Security and Anti-Virus 
Hardware Upgrades & Installation 
Troubleshooting Windows™ 

With years of experience working in a busy IT office we have been 
asked to fix all sorts of problems. There is not much that we've not 
seen or done when it comes to computers. So, if your computer is 
unwell or if it's in need of a boost and some TLC trust us to help 
you. 

For more information call 0800 756 9928 or visit 
www.quaycomputerservices.com 


